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you were not yet born.    But we made a practical study of
Bonapartism for ten years; it was well thrashed into us.
Agreeing as we do radically, our whole  divergence  of
opinion lies solely in the different views we take of^the
essence of this phenomenon.    You say that Lewis XIV
was also a conqueror, that the Austrian "Viribus unitis"
is also revolutionary, that the Bourbons are more respon-
sible for the Revolution than the Bonapartes, and so on.
You declare " quod ab initio vitiosum, lapsu temporis con-
valescere nequit" to be a phrase correct only from a doctri-
naire point of view-I do not think it is even that, for from
every injustice justice can grow and does grow m course of
time- from the monarchy introduced into Israel m opposi-
tion to the will of God sprang the Saviour; the rights of
the first-born, so generally acknowledged, were disregarded
in the case of Reuben, Absalom, and others; Solomon,
begotten of the adulteress Bathsheba, became the blessed
of the Lord, and so on and so on-but you totally misun-
derstand the essence of Bonapartism if you throw it into
the same pot with those cases.    The Bonapartes, Napo-
leon I as well as Napoleon III, have not only an unlaw-
ful revolutionary origin, like William III, King Oscar,
and others-they are themselves the Revolution incarnate.
Both of them, No. I and No. 3, recognised and felt that
to be an evil, but neither was able to shake himself free
of  it     Read a now forgotten book, Relation et Com-
spondances de Nap. Bonaparte avecjean Fitute; you will
there find some profound glimpses of the old Napoleon
into the nature  of   states, and the present Bonaparte
impresses  me in the same way with similar ideas, as,
for  example, the establishment of titles of nobility, the
restoration of primogeniture, recognition of the danger
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